“Very Important Pilots” has taken off!
(March 23rd, 2006) –Having just celebrated its first anniversary in business, Very Important Pilots (VIP), LLC, is progressing rapidly onward and upward. VIP’s mission is to assist youth in their achievement of personal and academic aspirations by offering ways to capitalize on the skills and knowledge of aviation industry enthusiasts. Two subsidiary organizations of VIP, Girls With Wings™ and Generate LIFT, Inc., are designed to help accomplish these goals. Girls With Wings was selected as a finalist for the “Best New Company of the Year” in the 2005 Stevie Awards for Women Entrepreneurs.

Girls With Wings™ (www.girlswithwings.com) is an e-commerce merchandising and public awareness project that focuses its efforts encouraging young girls to consider their future in aviation-related careers and hobbies. Website activities and inspirational stories of women involved in various aspects of aviation will motivate girls to pursue their own skyward adventures. Its emerging product line offers plenty of merchandise for the little girls that dream of flight: clothing, jewelry, totes, accessories, and a doll collection that represents women and girls in aviation. These characters will be used in coloring books, literature and other media related items. The GWW clothing line offers apparel for girls of all ages, allowing them to become connected with aviation from the time they are born.
Generate LIFT, Inc., is a non-profit organization created to LIFT (Lead. Inspire. Fund. Train.) children toward elevated goals of both character growth and scholastic ambition by emphasizing Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM) education. Generate LIFT will use aviation as a basis for reaching out to kids through aviation events, educational forums, mentorship and fundraising/scholarships. While male aviation enthusiasts will certainly be on the LIFT team, women aviation specialists will play a particularly crucial function as role models for and mentors to the girls who visit the websites and participate in the events.  In addition to running educational programs, LIFT seeks to assist future aviators by offering scholarships to offset the rising costs of flight training, costs that can be prohibitively expensive for young people who don’t have the economic means to pursue their dreams of flight. Volunteers and contributors should visit www.generatelift.org for more information.

Very Important Pilots, LLC, was founded in 2005 by Lynda Meeks of Lakewood, OH. Lynda is a fulltime pilot for a fractional airline and has served her country for more than twelve years as a helicopter and airplane pilot for the US Army and Ohio National Guard.  Over the course of her career as a pilot, Lynda has seen first-hand the disproportionate ratio between men and women in aviation. With the percentage of women pilots in the single digits, Lynda firmly believes there should be a concerted effort to introduce girls to flight at a young age. “Simply put, there is a real need to include the various fields of aviation into young girls’ dreams!” says Lynda, leading to the Girls With Wings’™ tagline, “dreams take flight.” Thus, Very Important Pilots was created. It is Lynda’s greatest hope that some day the ratio of women to men in the aviation industry will be more equitable and the need to focus on girls specifically will no longer exist.
Help Generate LIFT to raise the next generation of aviation enthusiasts and bolster them as they reach for the sky!
You can check them out at http://www.GirlsWithWings.com.
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