PRESS RELEASE:

.
Aeronauts & Astronauts - collaborative • competent • courageous

Years of rigorous study and demanding physical training are required for those who want to fly or explore space. What makes people want to be part of the aeronautic and astronautic industries? For some, it is for national defense or scientific research and for others it is for the challenge and the excitement. Free and open to the public, two engaging and informative events will be held in Attleboro, Massachusetts on June 13, 2006. This is a unique opportunity for youth and adults to meet people who fly the skies and reach for the stars. 

Tuesday, June 13, 2006

Free & Open to the Public

	Attleboro High School Auditorium

12:30-1:50PM

Reach for the Stars

Space Exploration

the need- the excitement-the danger

Featured Speaker

Grace Corrigan, Challenger crew member Christa McAuliffe’s mother 


	Women at Work Museum

3:00-5:00PM

Women Who Fly Reception

Flying the Skies

for research – for work – for pleasure

Speakers

Lucy Young, naval jet pilot

Dr. Karen Panetta, member astronaut pool



From 12:30-1:50PM, Reach for the Stars will be held at the Attleboro High School Auditorium. The featured speaker is Grace Corrigan, Christa McAuliffe’s mother. In 1986, Grace Corrigan watched along with the rest of the stricken nation as the space shuttle Challenger, carrying her daughter, Christa McAuliffe, and six other crew members, exploded in the blue skies over Cape Canaveral, Florida. Today, Corrigan keeps her daughter's dream of being the first teacher in space alive through her work at the McAuliffe Challenger Center at Framingham State College, where visiting school children can step into a full-size replica of Houston's Mission Control to solve challenges presented in a simulated space flight.

Following this program, there will be a Women Who Fly reception at the Women at Work Museum from 3:00-5:00PM. Come and talk to women who fly. Find out what is it like to fly a jet, a Piper Tomahawk, or a UH-1 Huey for pleasure, business, or military intelligence. Explore all aspects of the aviation and space exploration industry with Lynda Meeks - Army Reserves and Fight Options pilot • Georgia Pappas – Ninety-Nines • Kathleen Lestition - Smithsonian Astrophysical Observatory • Anne Umphrey – Helicopter Pilot • Jackie Savignano - American Legion Post 49 • Mary Liscombe - Associate Director McAuliffe Challenger Learning Center • Heidi Kruckenberg - Women Veterans’ Network • Pat Perry, Air Race Classic 2008 Committee • Veronica Cote - Women in Aviation and many others including Grace Corrigan and Lucy Young.
“Any day spent flying beats the best day in the office! The best advice is to follow one’s heart and enjoy one’s chosen profession.”  Lucy Young

As Lucy notes, “I was an accidental Pioneer! Purely by the timing of my education, I found myself in the forefront of women in ROTC and in military aviation. We were a novelty in NROTC, which generated some amount of extra attention and scrutiny. I was usually the only woman in my flight classes in the Navy and at the airline. I was the first woman to qualify in Naval Air Combat Maneuvering in 1980 and the second women to carrier qualify in a jet aircraft in 1982. Peers and instructors were generally supportive and I loved what I was doing so my progress was pretty smooth.”

Lucy is a veteran of Desert Shield/Storm and flew missions to Saudi Arabia, Egypt, Greece and Israel during this conflict. As an Ensign in the US Navy, ENS Young won her wings of gold in October 1977, after which she was selected for Jet Transition Training. During her military career she has flown many different aircraft and instructed student naval aviators in phases of advanced strike training. Carrier qualifying on the USS Lexington in the TA-4 Skyhawk in May 1982 was a great accomplishment. In May 1986 Lucy began training as a Boeing 727 Flight Engineer with Piedmont Airlines. Promoted to Commander in July 1991, she is qualified as a Transport Aircraft Commander with over water/international qualification.

Also speaking will be Dr. Karen Panetta. Dr. Panetta will describe the requirements she had to meet in order to become a member of the NASA astronaut pool and her work as a professor at Tufts University. She will focus on her interest in robotics in the space program and her work with students to build a solar car and to install a solar energy facility at twin lighthouses off the cost of Rockport, Massachusetts.

For more information, contact Katherine Honey at 508-222-4430 or at khoney@comcast.net.

DIRECTIONS: 

Attleboro High School, Attleboro MA 
From I-95 South Take Rt. 123 Exit 3 (Attleboro). At the Shell Station turn onto Lathrop Drive for 8/10ths of a mile. Turn right onto Rome Boulevard, which becomes Rathbun Willard Drive. Attleboro High School is on the right. Enter through the front entrance of the school.
Women at Work Museum-35 County Street, Attleboro MA

From Providence:  I-95 N to exit 3.  Follow Rt. 123 East into downtown Attleboro. Look for Attleboro Jewelry Makers (AJM) on the left.  From Boston:  I-95 S to exit 5. Bear left off the exit. Go right onto Rt. 152 South to downtown Attleboro. Bear right onto Rt. 123.  Look for AJM on the right.
