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Careers in Science, Technology, Engineering and Math to be Explored

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S AIR & SPACE MUSEUM TO HOST CLEARED FOR LIFTOFF, A CAREER EXPLORATION DAY FOR MIDDLE SCHOOL GIRLS ON NOVEMBER 1.

Middle school girls from several local school districts are Cleared For Liftoff as they get ready to take part in a day-long program designed to introduce them to careers in science, technology, engineering and math.  The program is hosted by the International Women’s Air & Space Museum and will be held on Tuesday, November 1 at the Forum at One Cleveland Center in Cleveland.  The event is made possible by a generous grant from the Alcoa Foundation.

The program will begin with a keynote address from Maria Weybrecht, local college student and founder of Kids in Flight, a non-profit organization that gives seriously ill children the opportunity to experience the wonder of aviation.  Weybrecht was recently featured in Glamour Magazine as one of the Top 10 College Women to watch.

Girls will then attend breakout sessions led by successful women with careers in science, technology, engineering and math.  These women are employed at various organizations throughout Cleveland, including NASA Glenn Research Center, U.S. Coast Guard, FAA, Flight Options, Girls With Wings, Avanti Aerospace, and Argo-Tech.  

The museum’s Education Braintrust, a volunteer committee of past and current educators from Northeast Ohio area school systems, developed the program.  Currently in it’s second year, Cleared for Liftoff has introduced hundreds of middle school girls to jobs that are still mostly held by males.  Participants have been selected from the following school 
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districts:  Berea, Cleveland, Cleveland Heights – University Heights, Euclid, Fairview Park, Mentor, North Olmsted, Strongsville, Wickliffe, and Willoughby-Eastlake.

The International Women’s Air & Space Museum is located in the Burke Lakefront Airport, 1501 North Marginal Road.  Museum admission is free and exhibit hours are 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. daily.  The Fay Gillis Wells Research Center and Gift Shop hours are 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., Monday through Friday.  Call (216) 623-1111 or visit our website at www.iwasm.org.

The Forum is at One Cleveland Center, 1375 East 9th St., in Cleveland.  
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